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This plan directly carries out the recommendation of 

the Commission on Organization of the Executive 

Branch of the Government with respect to the Public 

Roads Administration. That the Department of Com-

merce is the appropriate location for the Public Roads 

Administration in the executive branch is evident from 

the nature of its functions and the basic purpose of the 

Department. The Public Roads Administration is pri-

marily engaged in planning and financing the develop-

ment of the highways which provide the essential fa-

cilities for motor transportation throughout the coun-

try. Thus, it comes directly within the purpose of the 

Department of Commerce, as defined by its organic act, 

which provides: 
It shall be the province and duty of said Depart-

ment to foster, promote, and develop the foreign and 

domestic commerce * * * and the transportation fa-

cilities of the United States. 
In its reorganization proposals the Commission on 

Organization of the Executive Branch of the Govern-

ment adhered to the statutory definition of the func-

tions and role of the Department of Commerce. Presi-

dent Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Congress likewise 

were guided by this concept of the Department in 

transferring to it the Civil Aeronautics Administration 

and the Inland Waterways Corporation under the Reor-

ganization Act of 1939. A careful review of the structure 

of the executive branch reveals no other department or 

agency in which the Public Roads Administration can 

so appropriately be located. 
The desirability of this transfer of the Public Roads 

Administration is further emphasized by its relation to 

the Federal Property and Administrative Services bill 

now pending in the Senate. This bill creates a new Gen-

eral Services Administration and concentrates in it the 

principal central administrative service programs of 

the executive branch. The bill also revises the basic 

legislation on property management. It has been passed 

by the House of Representatives by an overwhelming 

vote and unanimously reported by the Senate Commit-

tee on Expenditures in the Executive Departments and 

awaits final action on the floor of the Senate. This 

measure substantially conforms to recommendations 

which I submitted to the Congress more than a year 

ago and to proposals more recently presented by the 

Commission on Organization of the Executive Branch 

of the Government, with which I concur. The enact-

ment of this bill will constitute an important step in 

increasing the efficiency of Federal administration. 

Since the bill makes permanent provision for the dis-

posal of surplus property, now handled by the War As-

sets Administration which will expire by law on June 

30, early enactment is vital. 
In establishing the General Services Administration 

the Federal Property and Administrative Services bill 

transfers to the Administration all of the functions and 

units of the Federal Works Agency. Part of these func-

tions relating to the housing of the governmental es-

tablishment clearly fall within the purpose of such an 

Administration. Certain other functions of the Federal 

Works Agency, however, bear very little real relation 

to the objectives of the General Services Administra-

tion. The congressional committees which have dealt 

with the bill have frankly indicated that further con-

sideration must be given to the proper location of some 

of the programs of the Federal Works Agency. The 

sooner these unrelated programs can be removed from 

the new agency, the sooner it can concentrate its ef-

forts upon improving administrative services through-

out the executive branch and make the contribution to 

governmental efficiency for which it has been designed. 
Principal among the programs of the Federal Works 

Agency which are unrelated to the General Services 

Administration are those of the Public Roads Adminis-

tration. This agency is primarily engaged in the admin-

istration of Federal grants to States for highway pur-

poses rather than in the performance of services for 

other Federal agencies. Its functions, therefore, do not 

fall within the field of activities of the General Serv-

ices Administration. Their inclusion cannot but com-

plicate and impede the development of the General 

Services Administration in the performance of its in-

tended purpose. This reorganization plan will eliminate 

such a difficulty. 

Since the Public Roads Administration will be trans-

ferred bodily from one major agency to another, it is 

not to be expected that this reorganization will di-

rectly result in any appreciable reduction in its ex-

penditures at this time. However, the plan will make 

for better organization and direction of Federal pro-

grams relating to transportation. Assuming the early 

enactment of the Federal Property and Administrative 

Services bill, the plan will also materially simplify the 

development of the proposed General Services Adminis-

tration and thereby facilitate improvements in the effi-

ciency of administrative services throughout the Gov-

ernment. 

HARRY S. TRUMAN. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, June 20, 1949. 

REORGANIZATION PLAN NO. 8 OF 1949 

Reorganization Plan No. 8 of 1949, which proposed re-

organization of the National Military Establishment 

into a Department of Defense, was submitted to Con-

gress on July 18, 1949, and was disapproved by act Aug. 

10, 1949, ch. 412, § 12(i), 63 Stat. 592. 

REORGANIZATION PLAN NO. 1 OF 1950 

Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1950, which proposed re-

organizations in the Department of the Treasury, was 

submitted to Congress on Mar. 13, 1950, and was dis-

approved by the Senate on May 11, 1950. 

REORGANIZATION PLAN NO. 2 OF 1950 

Eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3173, 64 Stat. 1261, as 

amended Sept. 6, 1966, Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), 80 Stat. 

662 

Prepared by the President and transmitted to the Sen-

ate and the House of Representatives in Congress as-

sembled, March 13, 1950, pursuant to the provisions of 

the Reorganization Act of 1949, approved June 20, 1949 

[see 5 U.S.C. 901 et seq.]. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

SECTIONS 1–5. [Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 

1966, 80 Stat. 662. Section 1, transferred to the Attorney 

General, all functions of other officers, agencies and 

employees of Department of Justice, with certain ex-

ceptions, see 28 U.S.C. 509. Section 2, provided for per-

formance of Attorney General’s functions by such other 

officer, agency or employee as he might authorize, see 

28 U.S.C. 510. Section 3, changed title of ‘‘The Assistant 

to the Attorney General’’ to ‘‘Deputy Attorney Gen-

eral’’, see 28 U.S.C. 504. Sections 4, 5, provided for posi-

tions of Assistant Attorney General and Administra-

tive Assistant Attorney General, respectively, see 28 

U.S.C. 506, 507.] 

SEC. 6. INCIDENTAL TRANSFERS 

The Attorney General may from time to time effect 

such transfers within the Department of Justice of any 

of the records, property, personnel, and unexpended 

balances (available or to be made available) of appro-

priations, allocations, and other funds of such Depart-

ment as he may deem necessary in order to carry out 

the provisions of this reorganization plan. 

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT 

To the Congress of the United States: 

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 

1950, prepared in accordance with the Reorganization 

Act of 1949 and providing for reorganizations in the De-

partment of Justice. My reasons for transmitting this 

plan are stated in an accompanying general message. 

After investigation I have found and hereby declare 

that each reorganization included in Reorganization 

Plan No. 2 of 1950 is necessary to accomplish one or 
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